Welcome to our Remote Service
Sunday 24th May 2020

Acts – the Unstoppable word of God
Welcome: David Horrocks
Song:
1.

Crown Him with many crowns,
The Lamb upon His throne;
Hark, how the heavenly anthem drowns
All music but its own!
Awake, my soul, and sing
Of Him who died for thee,
And hail Him as thy matchless King
Through all eternity.

4. Crown Him the Lord of peace,
Whose power a sceptre sways
From pole to pole, that wars may cease,
And all be prayer and praise:
His reign shall know no end,
And round His pierced feet
Fair flowers of paradise extend
Their fragrance ever sweet.

Crown Him the Lord of life,
Who triumphed o'er the grave
And rose victorious in the strife
For those He came to save:
His glories now we sing,
Who died and rose on high,
Who died eternal life to bring
And lives that death may die.

5. Crown Him the Lord of years,
The Potentate of time,
Creator of the rolling spheres,
Ineffably sublime!
All hail, Redeemer, hail!
For Thou hast died for me;
Thy praise shall never, never fail
Throughout eternity.

2.

Crown Him the Lord of love;
Behold His hands and side,
Those wounds yet visible above
In beauty glorified:
No angel in the sky
Can fully bear that sight,
But downward bends His burning eye
At mysteries so bright.

3.
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Confession:
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against You in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us,
forgive us all that is past;
and grant that we may serve You in newness of life
to the glory of Your name. Amen.

Song:
No one is good
No one is holy before God.
I need someone to cleanse me.
No one is pure
No one is righteous in Your sight.
I need someone to save me.
But I’m so glad You died and rose again
for helpless sinners like me.
What a mighty, mighty, Saviour You are.
What a mighty, mighty Saviour You are.
You can wash away my sin.
You can change my heart within.
What a mighty, mighty Saviour You are.

1.

2. Sin is too strong
for me to conquer on my own.
I need someone to help me.
I am too weak.
I cannot change my evil heart.
I need someone to save me.
But I’m so glad You died and rose again
for helpless sinners like me.
What a mighty, mighty, Saviour You are....
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Prayers: Paul White
Song:
Speak, O Lord, as we come to You
To receive the food of your holy word.
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us;
Shape and fashion us in Your likeness,
That the light of Christ might be seen today
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith.
Speak, O Lord, and fulfil in us
All Your purposes, for Your glory.
Teach us Lord full obedience,
Holy reverence, true humility.
Test our thoughts and our attitudes
In the radiance of Your purity.
Cause our faith to rise, Cause our eyes to see
Your majestic love and authority.
Words of power that can never fail;
Let their truth prevail over unbelief.
Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds;
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us.
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time,
That will echo down through eternity.
And by grace we'll stand on Your promises;
And by faith we'll walk as You walk with us.
Speak, O Lord, 'til your church is built
And the earth is filled with Your glory.
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Reading: Acts 1:1-26 - Fran Roberts
1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2
until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to
the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and
gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty
days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with
them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father
promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptised with water, but in a
few days you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit."
6 So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore
the kingdom to Israel?"
7 He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his
own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."
9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their
sight.
10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men
dressed in white stood beside them. 11 "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here
looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will
come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven."
12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day's
walk from the city. 13 When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were
staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas,
Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son
of James. 14 They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary
the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.
15 In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a group numbering about a hundred
and twenty) 16 and said, "Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled which the Holy Spirit
spoke long ago through the mouth of David concerning Judas, who served as guide for
those who arrested Jesus-- 17 he was one of our number and shared in this ministry."
18 (With the reward he got for his wickedness, Judas bought a field; there he fell headlong,
his body burst open and all his intestines spilled out. 19 Everyone in Jerusalem heard about
this, so they called that field in their language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.)
20 "For," said Peter, "it is written in the Book of Psalms,
"`May his place be deserted; let there be no-one to dwell in it,'
and,
"`May another take his place of leadership.'
21 Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us the whole
time the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22 beginning from John's baptism to the
time when Jesus was taken up from us. For one of these must become a witness with us of
his resurrection."
23 So they proposed two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as Justus) and
Matthias. 24 Then they prayed, "Lord, you know everyone's heart. Show us which of these
two you have chosen 25 to take over this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where he
belongs." 26 Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the eleven
apostles.

Talk: Julian Bidgood

Song:
Jesus shall reign where’er the sun
Does his successive journeys run;
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore,
Till suns shall rise and set no more.
Blessings abound where'er He reigns;
The prisoner leaps to lose his chains;
The weary find eternal rest,
And all the sons of want are blessed.
To our King be highest praise
Rising through eternal days
Just and faithful - He shall reign.
Jesus shall reign
People and realms of every tongue
Dwell on His love with sweetest song;
And infant voices shall proclaim
Their early praises to His Name.
To our King be highest praise...
Let every creature rise and bring
Blessing and honour to our King;
Angels descend with songs again,
And earth repeat the loud amen!
To our King be highest praise...
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Next Week
Julian Bidgood will continue the series ‘Acts – the Unstoppable word of God’
and will be speaking on Acts 2:1-36.

Question 13 answer: Since the fall, no human has been able to keep the law of
God perfectly.
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