Welcome to our Morning Service
Sunday 21st June 2020

Acts – the Unstoppable word of God
Welcome: Julian Bidgood
Song:
O for a thousand tongues to sing
my great redeemer's praise,
the glories of my God and King,
the triumphs of his grace!
Jesus, the name that charms our fears
and bids our sorrows cease;
this music in the sinner's ears,
is life and health and peace.
He breaks the power of cancelled sin,
he sets the prisoner free;
his blood can make the foulest clean,
his blood availed for me.
He speaks - and listening to his voice,
new life the dead receive,
the mournful broken hearts rejoice,
the humble poor believe.
Hear him, you deaf! his praise, you dumb,
your loosened tongues employ;
you blind, now see your Saviour come,
and leap, you lame, for joy!
My gracious Master and my God,
assist me to proclaim
and spread through all the earth abroad
the honours of your Name
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Confession:
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against You in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us,
forgive us all that is past;
and grant that we may serve You in newness of life
to the glory of Your name. Amen.

Song:
While we were still sinners
God showed us his love
By sending us his own son
Jesus died for us
God showed us his love
When Jesus died for us
While we were his enemies
God showed us his love
(Repeat X 2)

1.

How do we know what love is?
God showed us his love
By sending us his own Son
Jesus died for us
God showed us his love...

2.

While we were lost and without hope
You rescued us with your great love
3. Why should we love each other?
God showed us his love
By sending us his own Son
Jesus died for us
God showed us his love...
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Prayers: Richard Clements
Song:
There is no other name
In heaven can be found
Through whom we are redeemed
Through whom your grace abounds
No other name can save
But Jesus Christ our Lord
(Repeat)

1.

My joy in sorrow’s tears
My strength to cast out fears
No other name but Jesus, Jesus
My hope in darkest night
My broken soul’s delight
No other name but Jesus, Jesus

2. There is no victory
But Jesus crucified
No other cure for sin
But that our Saviour died
No other hope we have
But that he rose again
My joy in sorrow’s tears...

No other throne endures
No other song remains
But ‘Worthy is the Lamb
Who was for sinners slain’
When every knee shall bow
And tongue confess you are Lord
You are Lord
My joy in sorrow’s tears...
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Reading: Acts 4:1-31 - Rachael Jones
1 The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to Peter and
John while they were speaking to the people. 2 They were greatly disturbed because the
apostles were teaching the people, proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead.
3 They seized Peter and John and, because it was evening, they put them in jail until the
next day. 4 But many who heard the message believed; so the number of men who
believed grew to about five thousand.
5 The next day the rulers, the elders and the teachers of the law met in Jerusalem. 6 Annas
the high priest was there, and so were Caiaphas, John, Alexander and others of the high
priest’s family. 7 They had Peter and John brought before them and began to question
them: “By what power or what name did you do this?”
8 Then

Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the people! 9 If
we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a man who was lame
and are being asked how he was healed, 10 then know this, you and all the people of Israel:
It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised
from the dead, that this man stands before you healed. 11 Jesus is
“‘the stone you builders rejected,
which has become the cornerstone.’
12 Salvation

is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to
mankind by which we must be saved.”
13 When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled,
ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with
Jesus. 14 But since they could see the man who had been healed standing there with them,
there was nothing they could say. 15 So they ordered them to withdraw from the Sanhedrin
and then conferred together. 16 “What are we going to do with these men?” they asked.
“Everyone living in Jerusalem knows they have performed a notable sign, and we cannot
deny it. 17 But to stop this thing from spreading any further among the people, we must
warn them to speak no longer to anyone in this name.”
18 Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the
name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John replied, “Which is right in God’s eyes: to listen to
you, or to him? You be the judges! 20 As for us, we cannot help speaking about what we
have seen and heard.”
21 After further threats they let them go. They could not decide how to punish them,
because all the people were praising God for what had happened. 22 For the man who was
miraculously healed was over forty years old.
23 On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that the
chief priests and the elders had said to them. 24 When they heard this, they raised their
voices together in prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made the heavens and
the earth and the sea, and everything in them. 25 You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the
mouth of your servant, our father David:

“‘Why do the nations rage
and the peoples plot in vain?
26 The kings of the earth rise up
and the rulers band together
against the Lord
and against his anointed one

27 Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel
in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 28 They did
what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen. 29 Now, Lord, consider
their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. 30 Stretch
out your hand to heal and perform signs and wonders through the name of your holy
servant Jesus.”
31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all
filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.

Talk: David Horrocks
Song:
Facing a task unfinished
That drives us to our knees
A need that, undiminished
Rebukes our slothful ease
We, who rejoice to know Thee
Renew before Thy throne
The solemn pledge we owe Thee
To go and make Thee known

1.

Where other lords beside Thee
Hold their unhindered sway
Where forces that defied Thee
Defy Thee still today
With none to heed their crying
For life, and love, and light
Unnumbered souls are dying
And pass into the night
We go to all the world
With kingdom hope unfurled
No other name has power to save
But Jesus Christ The Lord

3. We bear the torch that flaming
Fell from the hands of those
Who gave their lives proclaiming
That Jesus died and rose
Ours is the same commission
The same glad message ours
Fired by the same ambition
To Thee we yield our powers
We go to all the world...

2.

4. O Father who sustained them
O Spirit who inspired
Saviour, whose love constrained them
To toil with zeal untired
From cowardice defend us
From lethargy awake!
Forth on Thine errands send us
To labour for Thy sake
We go to all the world...
We go to all the world...
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Next Week
We continue the series ‘Acts – the Unstoppable word of God’
and David Horrocks will be speaking on Acts 4:32-5:11.
Question 16 answer: Sin is rejecting or ignoring God in the world he created,
not being or doing what he requires in his law.
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