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Romans 8:26-31 - God's good purpose

Welcome: David Horrocks

Song:

Come people of the risen king,

Who delight to bring Him praise;
Come all and tune your hearts to sing
To the Morning Star of grace.

From the shifting shadows of the earth
We will lift our eyes to Him,

Where steady arms of mercy reach
To gather children in.

Rejoice, Rejoice! Let every tongue rejoice!

One heart, one voice; O Church of Christ, rejoice!

Come, those whose joy is morning sun,
And those weeping through the night;
Come, those who tell of battles won,
And those struggling in the fight.

For His perfect love will never change,
And His mercies never cease,

But follow us through all our days

With the certain hope of peace.

Rejoice, Rejoice! Let every tongue rejoice ...

Come, young and old from every land -
Men and women of the faith;

Come, those with full or empty hands -
Find the riches of His grace.

Over all the world, His people sing -
Shore to shore we hear them call

The Truth that cries through every age:
"Our God is all in all"!

Rejoice, Rejoice! Let every tongue rejoice ...

Stuart Townend, Keith & Kristyn Getty
© 2007 Thankyou Music




Confession:

Most merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

we confess that we have sinned in thought, word and deed.
We have not loved you with our whole heart.

We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.

In your mercy forgive what we have been,

help us to change what we are,

and direct what we shall be;

that we may act justly, love mercy,

and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen

Advent week 2 Immanuel, God with us

birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.
Isaiah 7:14

iii "“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a
p_ sign: The virgin will be with child and will give

Psalm 98

1Sing to the Lord a new song,
for he has done marvellous things;
his right hand and his holy arm
have worked salvation for him.
2The Lord has made his salvation known
and revealed his righteousness to the nations.
3He has remembered his love
and his faithfulness to Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen
the salvation of our God.
4 Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth,
burst into jubilant song with music;
5 make music to the Lord with the harp,
with the harp and the sound of singing,
6 with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn —
shout for joy before the Lord, the King.
7 Let the sea resound, and everything in it,
the world, and all who live in it.
8 Let the rivers clap their hands,
let the mountains sing together for joy;
9 et them sing before the Lord,
for he comes to judge the earth.
He will judge the world in righteousness
and the peoples with equity.



Prayers

Children and leaders leave for Sunday Club

Creed:

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day He rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Reading: Romans 8:26-31

26 |n the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought
to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. 2” And he
who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for

God’s people in accordance with the will of God.

28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,
who have been called according to his purpose. 2° For those God foreknew he also
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn
among many brothers and sisters. 3° And those he predestined, he also called; those
he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.

31What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be

against us?



Sermon: ‘God's good purpose’ - Julian Bidgood

Song:
10 love that wilt not let me go, %0 joy that seekest me through pain,
| rest my weary soul in thee: | cannot close my heart to thee:
| give thee back the life | owe, | trace the rainbow through the rain,
That in thine ocean depths its flow And feel the promise is not vain,
May richer, fuller be. That morn shall tearless be.
20 light that followest all my way, 40 cross that liftest up my head,
| yield my flickering torch to thee: | dare not ask to fly from thee:
My heart restores its borrowed ray, I lay in dust life’s glory dead,
That in thy sunshine’s blaze its day And from the ground there blossoms red
May brighter, fairer be. Life that shall endless be.
George Matheson Lani Smith
© 1991 Lorenz Publishing Company (Admin. by Lorenz Corporation)
Final Prayer

Next Week

David Horrocks concludes our series in Romans 8
and will be speaking on verses 31-39, ‘Nothing can separate us’.
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