
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Confession 
 

Heavenly Father, 
please forgive us: 
for not loving you with all our hearts, 
and not loving others as ourselves. 
Thank you that you forgive us because of Jesus. 
Help us be more like Him in how we love you and others, 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 

 
 

 Welcome – Phil Rowlandson 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Song  
 
Our God is a great big God 
Our God is a great big God 
Our God is a great big God 
And he holds us in his hands. 
(repeat) 
 
 

He’s higher than a sky-scraper, 
And he’s deeper than a submarine. 
He’s wider than the universe 
And beyond my wildest dreams. 
And he’s known me and he’s loved me 
Since before the world began. 
How wonderful to be a part 
Of God’s amazing plan. 
 
Jo and Nigel Hemming 
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Welcome to Church@TheGreen, a new church for the new 
community of Arborfield Green established by the existing 
Churches of Arborfield and Barkham. At the heart of our church 
family life is a trust in the living God who has revealed himself in 
Jesus Christ and who still speaks to us through his Word, the Bible. 
If you are visiting us, please fill in a visitor form (for the purposes of 
track and trace) and do introduce yourself to Piers (Minister) or Phil 
(Ministry Trainee). 
 
Today we continue our series in Ezra with chapter 8 and Andy is 
joining us to preach. We will still have the musicians providing us 
music which we can use as a time of reflection and quiet worship. 
In line with guidance, we are still unable to provide children’s 
groups, but will continue our series with Ben focusing on God’s 
creation 

Sunday 14th March 2021 
4pm, Arborfield Green Community Centre 

 



 
 

Sermon – Andy Kearns 

Reading – Ezra 8:21-35 

21 There, by the Ahava Canal, I proclaimed a fast, so that we might humble ourselves 
before our God and ask him for a safe journey for us and our children, with all our 
possessions. 22 I was ashamed to ask the king for soldiers and horsemen to protect us from 
enemies on the road, because we had told the king, ‘The gracious hand of our God is on 
everyone who looks to him, but his great anger is against all who forsake him.’ 23 So we 
fasted and petitioned our God about this, and he answered our prayer. 

24 Then I set apart twelve of the leading priests, namely, Sherebiah, Hashabiah and ten of 
their brothers, 25 and I weighed out to them the offering of silver and gold and the articles 
that the king, his advisors, his officials and all Israel present there had donated for the 
house of our God. 26 I weighed out to them 650 talents of silver, silver articles weighing 100 
talents,  100 talents of gold, 27 20 bowls of gold valued at 1,000 darics, and two fine articles 
of polished bronze, as precious as gold. 

28 I said to them, ‘You as well as these articles are consecrated to the LORD. The silver and 
gold are a freewill offering to the LORD, the God of your ancestors. 29 Guard them carefully 
until you weigh them out in the chambers of the house of the LORD in Jerusalem before the 
leading priests and the Levites and the family heads of Israel.’ 30 Then the priests and 
Levites received the silver and gold and sacred articles that had been weighed out to be 
taken to the house of our God in Jerusalem. 

31 On the twelfth day of the first month we set out from the Ahava Canal to go to 
Jerusalem. The hand of our God was on us, and he protected us from enemies and bandits 
along the way. 32 So we arrived in Jerusalem, where we rested three days. 

33 On the fourth day, in the house of our God, we weighed out the silver and gold and the 
sacred articles into the hands of Meremoth son of Uriah, the priest. Eleazar son of 
Phinehas was with him, and so were the Levites Jozabad son of Jeshua and Noadiah son of 
Binnui. 34 Everything was accounted for by number and weight, and the entire weight was 
recorded at that time. 

35 Then the exiles who had returned from captivity sacrificed burnt offerings to the God of 
Israel: twelve bulls for all Israel, ninety-six rams, seventy-seven male lambs and, as a sin 
offering, twelve male goats. All this was a burnt offering to the LORD. 

 

Prayers 



 

Bible Time with Ben 

Song  
 

There is a higher throne 
Than all this world has known, 
Where faithful ones from every tongue 
Will one day come. 
Before the Son we'll stand, 
Made faultless through the Lamb; 
Believing hearts find promised grace: 
Salvation comes. 
 
Hear heaven's voices sing, 
Their thunderous anthem rings 
Through emerald courts and sapphire skies, 
Their praises rise. 
All glory, wisdom, power, 
Strength, thanks and honour are 
To God, our King who reigns on high 
Forever more. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And there we'll find our home, 
Our life before the throne; 
We'll honour Him in perfect song 
Where we belong. 
He'll wipe each tear-stained eye, 
As thirst and hunger die; 
The Lamb becomes our Shepherd King: 
We'll reign with Him. 
 
Hear heaven's voices sing,... 
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