Week beginning 9th October 2022                                                 SMALL GROUP NOTES 

Joshua 5:1-12

Faithful Obedience – ‘Circumcision’ & ‘Passover’


Choose from some of these suggestions for study & discussion.  

Read Joshua 5:1

1	What effect does a miracle have on the human mind?  Do miracles produce faith?  
	Can you think of Bible incidents when a miracle was the factor that led a person to faith in God?
	Can you think of Bible incidents where people refused to let a miracle change their views?
		for example: Exodus 8:29-32; John 9; Acts 16:25-30
	What do you think are the factors in our lives & in our society today that will bring people to faith?

Read Joshua 5:2-10

2	The Israelites were now in the ‘Land’, but it was still enemy territory.  
	What kind of risk was the Lord putting his people in by giving the command to renew circumcision at this point in the invasion?   What might they learn through it?

3	We are not told why circumcision had not happened during the 40 years the Israelites spent in the desert.  Think around this issue and see if you have suggestions for the reason. We can’t be sure of our ideas but this exercise helps us imagine ourselves into the experience of those years.  

4	As the Old Testament developed, the prophets thought of the physical act of 
		circumcision as a picture, a metaphor, for the attitudes of a man or woman of God.  
	Different members could read out these verses; discuss what they mean practically:
  		Deuteronomy 10:16 & 30:6; Jeremiah 4:4 & 9:24-26.  

5	Read Colossians 2:9-12.  In these verses, circumcision is related to the death of Christ and expressed as ‘baptism’.  What does Paul mean?  
	In what ways is there continuity between ‘circumcision’ & ‘baptism’?
	In what ways is ‘baptism’ different from ‘circumcision’?

6	Can you recall the three instances in the New Testament where an outward physical act like circumcision has no importance compared to vital parts of God’s work in our lives?
		The references are 1 Corinthians 7:19; Galatians 5:6; Galatians 6:15.

Read Joshua 5:11-12

7	Moses had given special warnings about this time when they eventually entered the Land.
	He had emphasised the dangers for human nature at a time when they apparently didn’t need God to provide them with ‘daily bread’. Read Deuteronomy 8:6-18. 
	Do you see any lessons & warnings here for our society today?

8 	A corrective for the dangers of Qu.7 was in the Passover when God’s salvation, protection & providing was remembered.  
	For us, that is in ‘Communion’.  Do we give enough priority to the ‘Breaking of Bread’ at the ‘Lord’s Table’, remembering the sacrifice of the ‘Lamb’?  
	How important is this in our church life?  
	Share ways in which you ensure that taking ‘Bread & Wine’ has a key place in your discipleship.  1 Corinthians 11:23-26  Do this to remember me!  See also Mark 8:34.  
