
Small group notes – Sunday 21 May 2023
Welcome
Give an example in your life when you have had to stick at something? 
Which famous / historical people do you associated with perseverance? 
Worship
Read 1 Corinthians 15: 42-58 together
Praise God for the resurrection of the dead. “The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.” 
Word (2 Cor 1:8-9)
What do you think of the apostle Paul? What do you think his character was like? Do you think he would be fun to have over to dinner?
What do you of Paul’s state of mind in verse 8? How would you react if a friend described their state of mind like Paul did? 
Read 1 Corinthians 15:32. Then read the story of Paul in Ephesus in Acts 19. Why do you think Paul experienced opposition in Ephesus? Do you think Paul was overly confrontational in his preaching?
What do you think happened to Paul after the riot ended? (Read Philemon verse 1 – Paul is a prisoner, and verse 22 – he hopes to be restored to Philemon and stay at his house). 
What were some of the issues facing the Corinthian church? (Refer generally to 1 Corinthians)
Why were the Corinthians close to rejecting Paul? What would rejection have meant for Paul? How would he have felt?
Discuss which is more important to maintain a Christian perseverance: human effort or God’s faithfulness? (cf 2 Cor 1:9)
Which things help or encourage you to persevere?
How does the Bible approach the question of doubt? Should we view doubts as something negative?
How can the assurance of God’s forgiveness help us to persevere when we sin?
How can we encourage one another to persevere in tough times?
Prayer
Pray the Lord’s prayer and for perseverance to love and serve God and others. Pray for other needs in our community that you know about.  


