NMBC Small groups – week beginning 5th May 2024
Series – ‘The Spiritual Battle’
1  Loving God – our heart’s first defence                 Deuteronomy 6:1-9
Our introduction to this subject on Sunday showed us how a whole-hearted response to God’s love for us is our main defence against evil & temptation in our lives.
Jesus himself, when he was tempted & tested, pointed us to the Old Testament book of Deuteronomy to show how he found this strength to resist the Devil. 
Here are suggestions for celebrating the surprising emphasis on God’s grace & love in the book of Deuteronomy, which was so familiar to Jesus himself. 
Here is the key: the greatness of God’s love for us draws out our love & our strength, 

our resolution, & our willingness to die to self-interest, that protects us from sin.  

Select questions that you feel will be relevant and understood.

Read Deuteronomy 4:32-40

1
What were some of the unique experiences that this ‘chosen people” had 
              in God’s relationship with Israel?


These experiences were specific to the history and geography of a different age!  

2
So how do we explain how Christians in 2024 experience the ‘grace and love’ of God? 


Read Ephesians 1:3-9.  What links us across the ages?

You will see from glancing at the earlier verses in this great chapter, Deuteronomy 4, 


that the whole purpose of God was to have a holy, ‘clean’, people.

See 4.9 & 15 where the people were told to ‘watch yourselves carefully’. 
3
How will our understanding of God, as described in this chapter, keep us holy & ‘clean’? 
Read Deuteronomy 5:1-6
People often read this chapter for the 10 commandments in 7-21.  And these first 6 verses are often overlooked!  Without them we miss the key to God’s purpose of salvation! 
Also read Deuteronomy 7:8 which fills out aspects of God’s grace.

4
Why is it so important that we see the grace, mercy & forgiveness of 5:6 


before we read the commandments?
5
How do you explain to a person without faith the importance of ‘God’s grace’ being known before we humans attempt to live a moral life according to ‘God’s laws’? 

Galatians 5:4 is a helpful brief summary by Paul:

‘Those of you who try to be put right with God by obeying the Law 





have cut yourselves off from Christ. You are outside God's grace.’
Read Deuteronomy 6:4-9   plus Jesus’s reinforcement in Mark 12:29-31
6
Simple question: What is the greatest force in a Christian’s life? 

How do you keep this key dynamic fresh in your personal life through each day?

         receiving the love of God      &          loving him (& everyone else!)?  
7
Encourage each by suggesting practical ways of staying full of the love of God.
8
How important was the taking of bread & wine – remembering God’s redemption
a) in Jesus’ teaching – 1 Corinthians 11:23-26;  b) in the Early Church – Acts 2:42.  


Do we sufficiently value the taking of ‘bread & wine’ 



  in renewing God’s love in our hearts… & renewing our love for him?
9
How important is our growth in reading & knowledge of the Word of God


so that we are learn from Jesus how to defend ourselves against temptation?

Read Deuteronomy 10:12-13 
… as a glorious summary of our theme:  

   God has loved us… so we love God…   & walking with him keeps us obedient & clean.

& then continue reading: Deuteronomy 10:14-22

to see how the power of this love leads to us into radical discipleship & outgoing love.
For prayer

Pray for the Alpha course - a good attendance, people open to faith, wisdom in leading. 
Pray for the mission outreach of Malden Manor Community Church. 

Pray for Terry & Christian Miller in Cordoba, Spain after the stresses of recent months, as they continue in great opportunities for witness & outreach, & preparing for a summer break - including visiting us in NMBC &  MMCC on Sunday 19th May.
Pray for Operation Restoration’s continuing ministry in Bolivia as Roger Hulford spends the first half of May in Santa Cruz giving support to the staff team & young people. 

Pray for our other ‘mission partners’: Dnipro Hope Mission in Ukraine, ‘Oxygen’, 

Kingston Churches Action on Homelessness, Eara Ko with students, 

Analice Miná Collyer with Youth for Christ, Johnny & Kate Pozzo’s ‘mission to the North’.
Pray for Foodbank at NMBC & Foodshare at Malden Manor; for the Warm Welcome Café.

