Week beginning 3rd November 2024                                                 SMALL GROUP NOTES 

1 Peter 1:1-2:3
‘Confident in the Gospel’
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Read 1 Peter 1:1-3

1 Ask everyone to recall mistakes & failures of Peter during his 3 years with Jesus: 
his serious error – Mark 8:31-33; 
his confusion - Mark 9:5-6; 
his false confidence – Mark 14:27-31; 
his total failure – Mark 14:66-72.

2  Try to get everyone to have a sight of a map of Asia Minor in the 1st Century to see the scope of Peter’s influence through this letter.  

3 	What are the different ways that God the Father, the Son & the Spirit affect our lives. 

Read 1 Peter 1:3-9

4	Remember how Peter & the apostles first considered the report of the women that Jesus had risen, as ‘nonsense’!   But now the truth of the Resurrection shapes all his thinking!  How?
These verses describe how future certainty about our relationship with God affects every expectation and experience in our earthly lives.  In what ways?

Read 1 Peter 1:10-12

5	One of the things that the disciples of Jesus were very slow in realising was how much 
the identity of Jesus, the service & sacrifice of Jesus, his suffering & humility, were prophesied in the Old Testament. 
Either have a time of briefly recalling images God set in OT history which were fulfilled in the way Christ lived & died, or, as an alternative, simply read Isaiah 53:3-7.

Read 1 Peter 1:13-21

6	Peter looks forward to the day when we will see Christ.  The certainty of this event in our future means transformed attitudes in our lives now!
What does Peter say will change in our attitudes, our behaviour, our emotions when we keep this day of Christ in our minds?

Read 1 Peter 1:22-2:3

7	Loving each other & loving the Word of God are the themes of this part of our passage.
What realities of church dynamics and pressures in our personal timetables lessen our focus on ‘loving one another deeply’ & ‘craving spiritual milk’?

For further discussion suggestions on how Peter’s writing affects our lives you can turn 
   to the series of questions in the LICC Bible Study publication – 1 Peter: pages 23 & 24.

For special prayer
Pray for Simon Bramwell as he takes on the leadership of our church’s life. 
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