1 Peter 1:1-2:3

Such a lot in this reading… & so passionately expressed! So here is what we will do. 
We will think first of what kind of man Peter was.
And secondly have a look at the things we need to give attention to…
  the lessons he’s learnt, which he now wants to pass on.

How well do you know Peter?   There were three Peters:

1	Peter the fisherman, local, uneducated… before Jesus called him to follow him. 

2	Peter the disciple of Jesus, national, bold & brave, but only on the surface! 
A failure, largely.  That’s what he got Mark to write about in his gospel.
Got Jesus completely wrong to the extent Jesus needed to say he spoke for ‘Satan’!
Bold partly by character; partly by the prospect of power, as Jesus would be a national king!
Expected like the other disciples to be the lieutenants of a new power structure in Israel. 
Completely failed Jesus when it came to the test. 

3 	Peter the apostle, international, humble, & a wiser man… 
As he writes, at a later time in his life, Peter wants us to learn various lessons:
1:13	Set your hope on Christ!
1:14	Get rid of your evil desires!
1:15	Be holy in all you do!
1:17	Live your life in the fear of God!
1.22	Love one another deeply!
2:1		Get rid of all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, slander!
2:2		Be thirsty for the pure milk of the Word!

Let’s look at just 3 of these & why Peter is so enthusiastic about them;
      you can explore the others in your groups

2:2	Be thirsty for the pure milk of the Word
Peter might have said: ‘During my time with Jesus I missed the significance of it all.’ 
‘After Jesus rose from the dead he spent time explaining to us…’
    ‘we would have realised if we’d noted the Old Testament…
     …see Jesus explaining in Luke 24:25-27  & Acts 1:3
Jesus showed us from the OT how to identify him…. We didn’t get it!  Now I do!!!!
1:2   At one with God the Father & God the Holy Spirit …
5:10 God has called you to his eternal glory in Christ…!
Make sure you read the Word and grasp who Jesus really is…

1:13	  Set your hope on Jesus Christ at his coming.
We were deaf to resurrection!  Didn’t hear it; or expect it; or believe it when it happened!
Luke 24 “Why do you look for the living among the dead? 6 He is not here; he has risen! 
11 But they did not believe the women, their words seemed to them like nonsense.
Whatever your age, health, life expectancy…
Live in the assurance of resurrection!

1:22  Love one another deeply, from the heart.
1 Peter 1:8   Though you have not seen Jesus, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy…
1 Peter 1:18-19  You know what was paid to set you free… It was not something that can be destroyed, such as silver or gold; it was the costly sacrifice of Christ, who was like a lamb without defect or flaw.
Our heart has been changed!!!
As Jesus has loved you, make love for others the theme of your life.
