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Discipleship Course

2. Introducing your new family

Being God'’s people today

The Big idea

What does this ‘new family’ Christians have been rescued into look like? How should we be
getting involved? Today, we'll see an exciting snapshot of what ‘church’ is really all about,
and how we as God’s people can be best involved.

Intro: Your new family!

1. What should our church family look like? (Acts 2:42-47, p. 1094)

a. Learning God'’s ways together

b. Remembering Christ’s death together

. Praying to our Father together
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. Sharing our lives together

. Witnessing to the world together
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2. Why is being part of church so important? (Heb. 10:23-25, p. 1208)

a. We need to spur one another on!

b. We need to make meeting together a priority!

3. So, when you think ‘church’ what do you think of?

My view of What that results in...

‘church’

A building | visit e | care more about the aesthetics of the meeting place than the people

A meeting | e | see ‘church’ as happening from 11:00-12:15am or 6:30-7:45pm...
attend

e |t's something | passively ‘sit through’. No need to be ‘involved’ either
on Sunday, or any other time.

e |t doesn’t matter if | don’t interact with anyone. | might arrive late and
leave straight away.

A religious duty ® | go to church because ‘it's what good Christians do’
| perform
P ® Church is about me and God, not really other people
A family | e Where possible, | arrive in good time, and stick around after the
belong to service to chat

® | make the most of midweek groups at church, and any other
opportunity to deepen relationships.

e | pursue relationships outside of structured church activities.

® Meeting on Sundays is a top priority because I'm committed to my
family and love them.

® Church is no longer about my convenience, or how I'm feeling, or
meeting my needs. It's about being there for my family.




Small Groups

. What has been your experience of church?

. Look through the table of ‘ideas about church’ we considered in the talk.

e Which does church feel most like to you?
e What differences would seeing church as a family make to your own approach
to church?

In Hebrews 10:24, God says ‘Let us not give up meeting together as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another- and all the more as you see the day
approaching’

¢ Are there any things that stop you from coming to church each Sunday?
e Why is being irregular at church such a problem?

Read Ephesians 4:11-16

NB: ‘he’ in v11 refers to the risen and ascended Jesus
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What has Jesus given to his church? (v11)

What role do these people have? (v12)

At St Mary’s, who might you identify as filling such roles?

We are all God’s people, ‘being prepared for works of service’-

e What do you think these works are?
e According to v12-13, what impact should these ‘works of service’' have?

Why is ‘becoming mature’ as a Christian so important? (v14-16)

How do these verses help us to understand why Bible teaching must be so central
in our church family?

Sometimes people get the idea that the church staff do all the important
‘ministry’, and we should just come along. But what important role do all of us
have in God’s family?



Taking it further in the week

Reflect

e How has your own experience of church compared with the picture we saw in
Acts 27

e Are there any changes to your schedule that would help church to become a more
important part of your life?

Read

We considered Hebrews 10:24-25 in the talk this week. Read it again now.

» Why is church attendance so important?

» But if we simply turn up, and then leave straight away,, how are we missing the
point?

» Jot down some practical ways you could grow in ‘spurring others on’ and
‘encouraging one another’ at St Mary’s.

Respond

e Thanks God for the opportunity to belong to a new family, and for some of the
encouragements you've received from this family.

e Pray that you would keep thinking of church as a family, and get fully involved in
family life!

Prayer points



