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Discipleship Course

3. Loving your new family
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Intro: Love

1. Why we must love one another (1 John 4:7-12, p. 1227)

a. Because God is love

b. And knowing God’s love will change us



2. How we must love one another (1 John 3:16-18)

a. Christian love is intimate
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1 Peter 1:22

C Really get to know each other

- Be regular at church
- Be part of a small group

- Take initiative

C Be really honest with each other

b. Christian love is sacrificial

C Putting the needs of others first

C Sticking at it

c. Christian love is practical

Conclusion- a church family without love?

If | speak in the tongueof men or of angels, but do not have love, | am only a resounding gong or a
clanging cymballf | have the gift of prophey and can fathom all mysteri®and all knowledgeand if |
have a faith that can move mountainsbut do not have love, | am nothingf | give all | possess to the

poor and give over my body to hardship that | may bogsut do not have love, | gain nothing

1 Corinthians 13:1-3
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1. The world talks a lot about love. How is love, as defined by God, the same/different?

2. The talk started with some amazing exampl es
each other- how do you think we measure up today?

3. How easy/difficult haveyoufound it t o make good friends at
anything you can do to be more proactive in seeking out friendship?

Read John 13:117

On Friday morning Jesus will be hung on the cross. The night before, he shares a final meal with his disciples,
and graphically shows them what that death is going to be all about.

4. Before we get into the events themselves, what information does John want us to know?
How will it help us to understand the rest of the events?

5. Given what Jesus says in v3, what is surprising about what he goes on to do?
6. What do we | earn from PeterlI0s conversation
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greater act of sacrificial lovehis death on the cross

7. Why is Jesus’ pwaesshi nfgeehti ssudcihscai good pi ctur e
on the cross?

8. At the start John told us that Jesus was go
How have we seen him doing that?

9. What lessons does Jesus want us to learn from his ownactions? (v12-17)

10.What might it look like in our own lives to love our church family sacrificially? What

makes this hard?

11.How wi | | remembering Jesus’ example help us

e When we find it hard to get on with someone at church?
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Taking it further in the week
Reflect

1 How have you experienced love from your church family?
1 How can you grow in love for your church family?

Read
Read through John 15:12-17
U How did Jesus demonstrate love for his friends?

U Who could you seekta 3 - C « Z3 X«T7 | ° C °| Jeo
U What kind of practical steps can you take to do that?

Respond

1 Thanks God for the opportunity to belong to a new family, and for some of the
encouragements you’'ve received from this

1 Pray that you would keep thinking of church as a family, and get fully involved in
family life!

Prayer points



