
1 Samuel 12 
 
Introduction 
 
It is a tradition for prominent figures leaving office to 
give a farewell address. President Eisenhower’s 
granddaughter said that her grandfather’s farewell 
address was a warning to a nation “giddy with 
prosperity, infatuated with youth and glamour, and 
aiming increasingly for the easy life.” He warned 
against plundering the resources of tomorrow for 
today, the combined influence of the military and the 
weapons industry, and both the corruption of science 
by government funding, and the captivity of public 
policy to science and technology. 
 
Samuel has led the people but he is now stepping 
down from public office. It is a time where the people 
are giddy with prosperity. They’ve just won a battle 
against their enemies, the Ammonites and they’re 
having a great celebration. They’re infatuated with 
youth and glamour. Remember Saul, the man they 
have just confirmed as king over themselves. He’s a 
head taller than everyone else. Samuel gives his 
warning speech.  
 
1. The people’s guilt in rejecting their Lord (vv. 1-18) 
 
We have before us a courtroom scene. The people 
are on the witness stand. The Lord and Saul are on 

the bench. The first defendant gets into the dock. 
Samuel. He had been the one through whom the 
Lord led his people. Samuel asks them if he has 
wronged them in any way. Verse 3: “Here I stand. 
Testify against me in the presence of the Lord and his 
anointed. Whose ox have I taken? Whose donkey 
have I taken? Whom have I cheated? Whom have I 
oppressed? From whose hand have I accepted a 
bribe to make me shut my eyes [we might say, turn a 
blind eye]? If I have done any of these I will make it 
right.” They have no charge to bring against him. 
Verse 4: “You have not cheated or oppressed us,” 
they replied. “You have not taken anything from 
anyone’s hand.” Back in chapter 8, Samuel told the 
people what a king like the nations will do. “He will 
take, he will take, he will take, he will take, he will 
take, he will take.” Samuel asks, “Did I take? Did I 
take?” “You did not take.” He was not like the rulers 
of the nations. “Are you telling the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth?” Verse 5: ‘Samuel 
said to them, “The Lord is witness against you, and 
also his anointed is witness this day, that you have 
not found anything in my hand.” “We are telling the 
truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.” 
The end of verse 5: “He is witness.” Samuel was 
honest. The people had no reason to reject him as 
the one through whom the Lord led his people.  
 



Now Samuel gets out of the dock and someone else 
enters. Now God is in the dock. Samuel puts on his 
wig and his gown. He becomes counsel for the 
defence. Verse 7: “Now then, stand here, because I 
am going to confront you with evidence before the 
Lord as to all the righteous acts performed by the 
Lord for you and your fathers.” God rescued them 
from Egypt and brought them into the promised land 
(verse 8, and also verse 6). We have a summary of 
the book of Judges: the people forgot the Lord, he 
sold them into the hands of their enemies (verse 9), 
but they cry out to him and confess their sin and ask 
him to deliver them (verse 10) and God sends judges. 
Listen to the end of verse 11: “And he delivered you 
from the hands of your enemies on every side.” The 
Lord demonstrated that he could rescue his people 
from the hands of their enemies. The people had no 
reason to reject him as their king. 
 
Then the final suspect enters the dock. The people 
themselves. Verse 12: “But when you saw that 
Nahash king of the Ammonites was moving against 
you, you said to me, ‘No, we want a king to rule over 
us’—even though the Lord your God was your king.” 
Nahash was the king who besieged Jabesh Gilead in 
chapter 11. It seems as though that was the latest act 
of aggression which triggered the people’s request 
for a king. Back in chapter 8, verse 20, the people 
said: “Then we shall be like all the other nations, with 

a king to lead us and to go out before us and fight our 
battles.” 
 
We’ll come back to verses 13 to 15. But now it’s time 
for the verdict. Samuel gives them a sign. Verse  17: 
“Is it not wheat harvest now? I will call upon the Lord 
to send thunder and rain. And you will realise what 
an evil thing you did in the eyes of the Lord when you 
asked for a king.” It was early summer when no rain 
falls. It’s hard to find an equivalent here when the 
weather is so unpredictable and you could have 
pretty much any weather at any time. But maybe 
we’re on safe ground in saying it would be like snow 
in August. Verse 18: “Then Samuel called upon the 
Lord, and that same day the Lord sent thunder and 
rain. So all the people stood in awe of the Lord and of 
Samuel. Guilty. The people’s guilt in rejecting their 
Lord. 
 
That is often the reason we sin. A threat comes – 
maybe to our finances, a broken relationship, a 
bereavement, opposition for what we believe or how 
we live, the possibility of international catastrophe, 
military action, even a global health crisis. We forget 
all that the Lord has done in the past and now. This 
story is now our story. We forget that God heard the 
cry of his people and rescued them from slavery in 
Egypt and from all their enemies. We forget that he 
brought them out of exile. We forget the greater 
rescue to which the Exodus points: we forget Jesus’ 



death on the cross to save his people from slavery to 
sin and death. We forget our own experience of 
becoming conscious of our sin and the feelings of 
guilt that accompany it, and the joy and peace that 
come from having that burden lifted when we turn 
away from our sin and trust in Christ. We forget how 
we’ve cried out to the Lord in prayer in the past and 
he has answered our prayers. We don’t believe he 
can or wants to rescue us this time, and we reject 
him as our king and don’t trust in him. The people’s 
guilt in rejecting their Lord.  
 
How does God treat us when we do that? 
 
2. The Lord’s grace in not rejecting his people (vv. 
19-25) 
 
The people are convicted of their sin and they ask 
Samuel to pray for them so they do not suffer the 
consequences. Verse 19: ‘The people all said to 
Samuel, “Pray to the Lord your God for your servants 
so that we will not die, for we have added to all our 
other sins the evil of asking for a king.” Notice they 
call the Lord ‘your God’. They’re acknowledging that 
they have been faithless and don’t deserve to be 
God’s people anymore. The Lord accepts their prayer. 
In verse 20, Samuel says, “Do not be afraid.” 
 
Yet that is not a licence for the people to live how 
they please. True repentance is shown in trusting the 

Lord and serving him. Verse 20 continues: “You have 
done all this evil; yet do not turn away from the Lord, 
but serve the Lord with all your heart. Do not turn 
away after useless idols. They can do you no good, 
nor can they rescue you, because they are useless.” 
Serving the Lord and not turning away from him 
means obedience. Verse 14 begins: “If you fear the 
Lord and serve and obey him and do not rebel 
against his commands...” Conversely, verse 15: “But if 
you do not obey the Lord, and if you rebel against his 
commands, his hand will be against you, as it was 
against your fathers.” 
 
It is not their obedience that means they don’t have 
to be afraid. It is God’s grace in freely choosing them 
his people. Verse 22: “For the sake of his great name 
the Lord will not reject his people, because the Lord 
was pleased to make you his own.” Samuel is looking 
back to how God took the people from slavery in 
Egypt and made a covenant with them. His 
reputation is now bound up with them.  
 
If that is the reason they don’t have to be afraid, how 
does it become theirs, and how will they know how 
to serve the Lord and obey him in response? Back in 
verse 19, the people ask Samuel: “Pray to the Lord 
your God for your servants so they we will not die.” 
Samuel says at the beginning of verse 23: “As for me, 
far be it from me that I should sin against the Lord by 
failing to pray for you.” Samuel had a priestly rôle as 



an intercessor, praying to the Lord on behalf of the 
people. He reminds the Lord of his covenant: “They 
have sinned but you have made them your own so 
don’t destroy them.” Samuel also has a prophetic 
rôle of teaching the people. Verse 23 continues: “And 
I will teach you the way that is good and right.” That 
is how they will know how to serve the Lord and obey 
him. 
 
It is one thing know how to serve the Lord and obey 
him. What will motivate the people and to serve 
him? Samuel tells them. The end of verse 24: “Be 
sure to consider what great things he has done for 
them.” They reject God when they forget what God 
has done for them so they are to call to mind what he 
has done for them and meditate on them – how he 
rescued them from slavery in Egypt, how he 
delivered them from their enemies in the time of the 
Judges when they were in the Promised Land. 
 
We’ve become used to thinking about obedience in 
terms of individual behaviour over the past few 
hundred years, but that hasn’t always been the case, 
and God requires obedience of individuals and their 
rulers. Although the initial request for a king was a 
rejection of the Lord as their king, it doesn’t have to 
remain that way. God in his grace now includes 
people and king together in the covenant, and both 
are to obey him and hold the other to account for 
obeying him. Verse 13: “Now here is the king you 

have chosen, the one you asked for; see, the Lord has 
set a king over you. If you fear the Lord and serve and 
obey him and do not rebel against his commands, 
and if both you and the king who reigns over you 
follow the Lord your God—good!” Conversely, verse 
25: “Yet if you persist in doing evil, both you and your 
king will be swept away.” When someone makes a 
loan to someone else, there is often a third party 
who acts as a guarantor who is responsible for paying 
back the loan if the other person defaults and fails to 
pay it back. God now includes people and king 
together in the covenant. The king is to lead the 
people in obedience. The people are to make sure 
the king obeys. If the people disobey, they face the 
consequences because of their sin and the king will 
face the consequences because he has failed to lead 
them. If the king disobeys, he will face the 
consequences because of his sin, and the people will 
face the consequences of their failure to deal with 
the king’s sin. The Lord’s grace in not rejecting his 
people. 
 
We have another righteous man who is our prophet, 
priest and king, Jesus Christ. He is our priest. He is in 
heaven praying to the Father for his people that he 
would spare them from his judgement. The basis of 
his prayer is his death on the cross to save his people 
from their sins and make them his own. It is as if he’s 
saying, “Father, I died for those people to make them 
yours, so don’t reject them.” Turn to our second 



reading, from 1 John 1 and 2, on page 1225. In 
chapter 2, verses 1 and 2, John, one of Jesus’ apostles 
writes: “If anybody does sin, we have one who speaks 
to the Father in our defence—Jesus Christ the 
Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins.” The footnote gives what I think is a better 
translation of the word for ‘atoning sacrifice’: ‘the 
one who turns aside God’s wrath’, the old word 
‘propitiation’. That means if we admit our sins and 
pray that we would be spared the consequences, we 
will be. 1 John 1.9: “If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify 
us from all unrighteousness.” He is faithful because 
he has taken us to be his own people and he is not 
going to abandon us. He is just because Christ has 
already paid the price for our sins. When you are 
conscious that you have sinned, don’t despair but 
confess it and rely on Jesus’ death on the cross and 
his prayer to the Father to save you from the penalty 
for your sins. It may be that you need to pray that for 
the first time. 
 
1 John 2 continues in verse 3: “We know that we 
have come to know him if we obey his commands.” 
True repentance is shown in obedience. Jesus is our 
prophet. He teaches us what is good and right. Learn 
from him. Read the Bible every day. Samuel warns 
the people not to turn away after useless idols. Idols 
are things that we make for ourselves to trust in to 
save us instead of God. The popular idols of today are 

money and power and relationships. Don’t turn aside 
after them. When you are tempted to sin, 
consciously remind yourself of the great things God 
has done: his great acts in history recorded in the 
Bible—the Exodus, rescuing his people from sin and 
death by the cross, and the great things he has done 
in your life. If there is no change in our lives, then our 
prayer for God to spare us counts for nothing and we 
will still face the consequences for our sins. That 
doesn’t mean we need to obey perfectly: 1 John 1.8 
says: “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves and the truth is not in us.”  
 
Jesus is our king who leads us in perfect obedience. 
However, we live in the world under human 
authorities. As we see here, God relates to both the 
authorities and the people together. Part of our 
obedience is to act as guarantors and make sure the 
authorities are fulfilling their obligations and 
following God’s commands and do not do evil. The 
Lord’s grace in not rejecting his people.  
 
Conclusion 
 
In Samuel’s farewell address, he gives a warning that 
out of forgetfulness of God’s deeds and fear of a 
threat, the people have rejected God without a 
cause: The people’s guilt in rejecting their Lord. 
Samuel also says that when we confess our sin and 
pray to God, we have no need to be afraid because 



God won’t reject the people he has chosen to be his 
own. We need someone to pray to God on our behalf 
which we have in the Lord Jesus, who died, rose 
again, ascended into heaven, where he pleads his 
sacrifice. We need to respond in obedience and we 
need someone to teach us the right way to live, 
which we also have in the Lord Jesus. What will help 
us obey is remembering all that God has done for us. 
That is how we see and respond to the Lord’s grace in 
not rejecting his people.  
 
 
  



vv. 1-5 Samuel has not taken anything from them 
vv. 6-11 The people’s past deliverance 
vv. 12-18 The people’s rejection of God for a king 
v. 19 People’s request for prayer and confession 
vv.20-22, 24-25 (also 14-15) Don’t turn away but 
obey the Lord 
 
vv. 1-18 – the people’s sin 
vv. 19-25 – confession, basis of forgiveness, 
obedience 
 
Theme sentence: Although God’s people have 
rejected him as their king without a cause, he will not 
reject them 
Aim sentence: Confess your sins, rely on an 
intercessor and serve the Lord 
 
 
 
 


